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New Elementary School in Newark 


Charles H. Perkins School in Newark Is Opened 


The Charles H. Perkins elementary school in 
Newark was opened for use on January 5th. 
It was formally opened to the public on Feb- 
ruary 4th and 5th, when as part of the program 


an operetta was presented by pupils of the 


school. About 1500 persons attended the open- 


ing exercises. 
The building contains thirteen grade rooms, 


a bicycle room, a manual training room, a 


kitchen, a combined sewing and lunch room, 


a combined gymnasium and auditorium with a 
seating capacity of 525, and one of the best 
kindergartens in the State. 

Visitors to the school marvel particularly at 
the attractiveness 


and completeness of the 





kindergarten. The children themselves are de- 
lighted 
above which is a mantel with representations of 
Neah’s ark and different 
the fireplace there is a series of windows in the 


with it At one end is a fireplace 


animals. Opposite 
center of each of which is painted a Mother 


Goose character Other features add to the 
appropriateness of the room. 

Heating, lighting and ventilating facilities 
are of the most modern type. 

The completion of this building gives Newark 
three schools for instruction up to and includ- 
ing the sixth grade, and one. central junior- 
senior high school. 


The cost including equipment was $230,000. 
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Nutrition Work Stressed in Broome County Schools 


Since September 1924 a trained nutrition 
worker has been serving the rural schools of 
Broome county. The service was made pos- 
sible by the Red Cross, which had the coopera- 
tion of the State Department of Education and 
of the district superintendent of schools in 
Broome county. 

Dorothy G. Kimmel was placed in charge of 
the work and the project proved a success from 
the start. Most of her attention for the first 
few months was given to the schools of the 
fourth supervisory district. Through the hearty 
cooperation of teachers and pupils the work 
was correlated successfully with drawing and 
hygiene. Nutrition charts, touching particu- 
larly milk, fruits and vegetables, were prepared 
by pupils and brought to the attention of 
parents. As a result, food values have been 
discussed and changes for the better have been 
made in the selection and preparation of food 
for children. 

The Broome County Agricultural Society 
offered premiums for the best health charts 
prepared by school children, and teachers and 
pupils showed a live interest in preparing such 
charts. The exhibit of these charts at the 


annual fair of the society in August 1925 


Superintendents’ Pamphlet 
Gives Advice to Teachers 


District superintendents of Monroe county 
prepared and distributed to teachers at a recent 
conference in Rochester bound copies of a 
mimeographed pamphlet containing valuable 
suggestions to teachers. 

The pamphlet gave information on compul- 
sory education law, suggestions for making 
daily programs, advice regarding recitations, 
discipline and school room management, recom- 
mendations regarding sanitary conditions of 
schoolrooms, improvement of health work, 
silent reading, penmanship and junior project 
work, and suggestions regarding professional 
growth. It also listed the 1926 and 1927 ex- 
amination dates. 

The district superintendents of Monroe 
county are W. W. Rayfield, M. B. Furman, 


Fred W. Hill and John C. Malloch. 


brought forcibly to the attention of parents and 
patrons the importance of the nutrition project. 

In addition to her other work Miss Kimmel 
has organized nutrition classes for teachers 
with the result that many are acquiring a 
thorough knowledge of food values and the 
preparation and serving of food. Through the 
cooperation of the Cortland State Normal 
School and the State Department of Educa- 
tion normal school credit is allowed teachers 
who complete nutrition courses. She has con- 
ducted a cooking class for girls at Whitney 
Point, has taken an active part in teachers’ 
conferences and meetings of parent-teacher 
associations, has acted as one of the judges of 
the school exhibit at the Broome County Agri- 
cultural Society Fair and has attended several 
Home Bureau and community meetings. This 
has not only opened a field for service among 
parents of pupils in school but has given her 
an opportunity to help mothers of very young 
children with their nutrition problems. 

During the school year 1924-25 Miss Kimmel 
made at least two visits to each of the fifty- 
two schools of the fourth supervisory district 
and called at many schools in other parts of 
the county. She also made a number of home 
Visits. 


Fires Cause Damage 
to Several Schoolhouses 

Schoolhouses recently destroyed or damaged 
by fire include the Schoharie High School, the 
Tappan Zee High School at Piermont and the 
Bayport Union School. 

Only parts of walls and chimneys remained 
after the fire in the Schoharie High School. 
The fire started from an undetermined origin 
early on the morning of February 11th. The 
building was erected in 1904 at a cost of $30,000 
for building and equipment. 

Five rooms of the Tappan Zee High School 
were destroyed and the rest of the building was 
badly damaged by fire that started on the even- 
ing of February i7th. The loss was estimated 
at $20,000. 

The Bayport Union School was destroyed 
by fire on the evening of February 3d. It was 
built 30 years ago at a cost of $6000. 
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Department Issues Pamphlets 
of Interest to Schools 
Recent publications of the State Department 
of Fducation include the following: Laws, 
Rules and Information Relating to School 
Building Construction; List of Books Sug- 
gested for First Purchase for Secondary School 
Libraries, and a Study of Pupil Achievement 
and Special Class Needs in Westbury, L. I. 
The pamphlet on school building construction 
is issued for the information of architects, 
beards of education and trustees. It contains 
such portions of the Education Law as relate 
to the erection of school buildings, rules adopted 
by the Board of Regents and information and 
directions to facilitate the preparation and ap- 
proval of plans and specifications for the con- 
struction of school buildings. 
The list of books suggested for purchase I 


y 
secondary school libraries is not recommended 
as comprehensive but is expected to prove help- 
ful in rounding out collections in order to 
render the school library more representative 
of all departments in the school. In the com- 
pilation of the list by the Library Extension 
Division particular attention was paid to books 
that will interest young people in reading and 
to books that supplement the course of study. 
It lists the books under the following headings: 

ethics and conduct, myths and 
economics, politics and government, 


reference, 
legends, 
vocations, commerce and industry, science, use- 
ful arts, fine arts, amusements, literature, 
poetry, plays, essays and miscellaneous, travel, 
biography, history, fiction, periodicals. 

The study of pupil achievement and special 
class needs was made by Dr Warren W. Coxe, 
Chief of the Educational Measurements Bureau, 
and Dr Ethel L. 
Group tests were given by Depart- 


Cornell, psychologist of that 
3ureau 
ment representatives and were scored under 
their direction by trained local assistants. The 
study is regarded as helpful not only to West- 
bury but also to other communities in solving 
similar problems. 
—— on 
The Sea Cliff High School pupils publish an 
attractive and interesting mimeographed school 
paper known as “ Ink Spots.” 
‘iccieaaalb abil 
The board of education of Oneonta has 
recently appointed a full-time school medical 
inspector. 
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Buffalo Boys Win Second 
State Swimming Meet 


The state swimming championship held on 
March 13th in the Bennett High School, Buf- 
falo, was won by swimmers of section 5, 
western New York. This team was composed 
of boys from the Buffalo city high schools who 
won all the first and second places in the sec- 
tional meet, in spite of strong opposition from 
Niagara Falls 

The boys from section 4, west-central New 
York, finished second. The team was com- 
posed of swimmers from West, East and Mon 
roe high schools, all of Rochester 
York, finished third It was 
represented by boys from Binghamton, Utica 
Section 2, northeastern New York, 


Section 3, 


central New 


and Ithaca 


was fourth. Schenectady, Albany and Sara- 
toga were the high schools represented 

This was the second annual swimming cham- 
pionship held under the auspices of the New 
York State Public High School Athletic Asso- 
ciation. It took place in the new natatorium 
of the Bennett High School. It was handled 
in excellent manner by the swimming commit- 
tee, the chairman of which is Eugene Hof- 
meister, director of physical education in the 
Buffalo public schools. 


- Oo 


Summer Course Planned 
for Social Science Teachers 


A special course of study for high school 
teachers of the social sciences has been planned 
at the School of Citizenship and Public Affairs 
at Syracuse University as a part of the regular 
summer session of the university. 

Two groups of courses have been selected. 
The first aims to give supplementary material 
of graduate character along the lines of his- 
tory, sociology, government and pedagogy. The 
second will offer work of a more elementary 
nature in the fields of economic sociology and 
social psychology. All courses will be treated 
so far as possible from the point of view of 
citizenship training. To correlate the courses 
a special seminar course will be provided which 
will be open to all who matriculate in the 
regular courses. Significant current happenings 
will be discussed from various viewpoints 

A supplementary feature will be a series of 
evening discussions by a group of men and 
women who are recognized as practical investi- 
gators along social and community lines. 
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Supervisor of Oral Hygiene Gives Advice on Teeth 


“Tf all the 8000 dentists in New York State 
were to care for school children, each would 
have 290 patients as his share of those who 
last year had defective teeth,” said Dr S. R. 
Meaker, supervisor of oral hygiene for the 
State Department of Education, at a talk trans- 
mitted from radio station WGY of the General 
Electric Company at Schenectady on February 
19th. The solution, he said, is to teach in 
schools how to avoid having troublesome mouth 
defects. 

Fifty communities in New York State have 
made special provision in their schools for this 
purpose, he said, by the employment of a dental 
hygienist, a woman who has taken a year’s 
course of instruction and practice dentistry, 
similar to the hospital training of a nurse. 
Describing the work, he said: 


In the schools her duties are primarily edu- 
cational. Appearing first before a whole class, 
she tells briefly of the value of teeth and their 
relation to health and then outlines her plan of 
work. While examining the mouth of the chil- 
dren and perhaps cleaning their teeth, she seeks 
to help them understand their own mouth con- 
ditions and particular needs. Of course she 
teaches the proper use of the toothbrush. 
When decayed teeth and other defects are 
found, as they are in about 95 per cent of all 
children in cities, towns and rural districts, a 
notice may be sent to the home asking that for 
the sake of the present and future welfare of 
the child, the needed dental repairs be made. 
Sometimes it is advisable to follow up this in- 
struction and advice by an interview with the 
parents. 

Children enjoy the work of the dental 


hygienist. They lose the proverbial fear of 
the dentist and more readily heed the advice 
given. It is much better to do this work in 


the schools than in a central clinic as less time 
is lost, the work is accepted in a more normal 
frame of mind and the educational value is 
more evident and lasting. The presence of the 
hygienist in a school is a constant reminder to 
all for perseverance in a most valuable health 
measure. 

Thus it occurs that though the special effort 
is to provide means and information for pre- 
vention only, more correction of bad mouth 
conditions results than when a free dental clinic 
is maintained. Means for providing dental 
treatment for the really poor can usually be 
found. True it is that many look at dental 
care as a semiluxury and will not afford it. 
Their lack of appreciation but emphasizes our 
responsibility in properly informing them, not 
in assuming their burden. 

The dental hygienist also does her best to 
dispel the mistaken idea so many people have 


that baby teeth are not of much value. These 
teeth are of great value to the child and deserve 
the best of care. No one would say that de- 
cayed apples are not good for adults but are 
all right for children to eat. Why expect a 
child to grow and thrive physically or mentally 
with a mouth full of decayed teeth? Some of 
those baby teeth, the grinders in the back of 
the mouth, are intended by nature to remain 
in use until the child is nearly 12 years old. If 
they show signs of decay, have them filled im- 
mediately before they make trouble. It may 
be a few cents cheaper and perhaps easier for 
the dentist to extract them, but what about the 
resultant loss of service and the crowding of 
the second teeth? 

The dental dispensary alone, where only cor- 
rective work is done, is inadequate as it teaches 
and prevents comparatively little and it is ex- 
pensive to maintain. 

The cost of a dental hygienist in a school is 
not great. Equipment can be obtained for $300 
or less and the State will pay one-half the 
salary. Benefiting the health of the children 
by this means is an economic measure. Ab- 
sences from school and failures in promotion 
to a higher grade are lessened. Both of these 
tend to save public and private expense. Do 
not wait for your children to go to school be- 
fore giving their teeth attention. Heed the 
advice of the State — Department and 
see that they are in the best physical condition 
in every way before they enter school. 


at 


Death of Everett O'Neill 
Ends Long Career of Service 

Everett O'Neill, who for nearly half a cen- 
tury served the educational interests of the 
State, died in Albany on February 28th. He 
was for 24 years an examiner in the State 
Department of Education. He was widely 
known and highly respected throughout the 
State. 

Mr O'Neill was graduated from Cornell 
University with the degree of Ph.B. in 1877. 
From 1877 to 1882 he was assistant principal 
of the Clyde High School. Then he taught 
in Lyons from 1883 to 1887. He served as 
school commissioner in the first district of 
Wayne county during the years 1888-93. After 
teaching in 1895 in the Ithaca High School, 
he was principal of the Spencer High School 
until 1899 when he became associated with the 
State Department of Education. He retired 


1923. 
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Regent Roland B. Woodward 


Roland B. Woodward Reelected 
Regent of the University 


Regent Roland B. Woodward of Rochester 
has been reelected by the Legislature for a 
term of 12 years as a member of the Board 
of Regents of The University of the State of 
New York. 


year to complete the term of the late Chancellor 


He was first elected a Regent last 
Emeritus Pliny T. Sexton 

Regent Woodward has served as chairman 
of the committee on charters and as a member 
of the committees on higher education and 


finance and administration 


Taxpayers of Ellicottville have authorized 
an appropriation of $80,000 for the erection of 
an addition to the high school building. The 
addition will include a gymnasium and audi- 
torium, a laboratory, two classrooms and facili- 


ties for a homemaking department. 
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Council on Art Education 
Is Studying Teaching Problems 


The Federated Council on Art Education has 
been formed for the purpose of making careful 
studies of the various phases of art education. 
It consists of a group of men and women who 
have been appointed to act as representatives of 
national and sectional associations interested in 
The associations now forming 
American Federa- 


art education. 
the council are as follows: 
tion of Arts, American Institute of Architects, 
Association of Art Museum Directors, College 
Art Association, Association, 
Pacific Arts Association, Western Arts Asso- 


Eastern Arts 


ciation. 

The president is Royal B. Farnum, super- 
visor of art education for Massachusetts. The 
Winslow, director of art 

Both Mr Farnum and 


secretary is Leon L. 
education in Baltimore 
Mr Winslow were formerly supervisors of art 
education for this State 

The council was formed to bring concerted 
action in the solution of problems of art educa- 
tion. These include the following: require- 
ments in the training of the art teacher; credit 
in art for college entrance; art credit in college 
courses; art credit in high school courses; time 
requirements for the training of art super- 
visors; degrees for art teachers and super- 
visors; the proper sequence in art training 
through the grades, the high schools, the art 
schools and colleges; objectives in each type of 
school and in each grade; terminology; art 
training for the community; art education out- 
side the school; art schools, their methods, con- 
tent, standards, outside contacts, etc.; art edu- 
cation in museums; textbooks in art; salaries 
for art teachers and supervisors; minimum 
essentials in art education for the grades, 
junior high schools and senior high schools; 


courses of study; methods in art teaching. 
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Voters of Lake George have appropriated 


$200,000 for the erection of a new high school. 


The Arlington Union School in the town of 
Poughkeepsie, Westchester county, has been 
advanced from senior to high school grade. 
The high school is housed in a new $200,000 


building which was entered this year. 
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School Librarians Will Meet in Bridgeport 


Extensive plans are under way for a meeting 
of all librarians, principals and superintendents 
in the eastern section of the United States, who 
are interested in the development and progress 
oi school library work. 

The meeting will be held on Saturday, May 
Ist, in Bridgeport, Conn. Special features of 
the morning session will be a presentation and 
discussion by prominent architects of plans for 
a model school library; an exhibit of plans of 
high school libraries throughout the United 
States that approximate or conform to the 
“certain standards” adopted by the National 
Education Association and the American Li- 
brary Association; addresses on subjects of 
definite interest to school librarians. 

In the afternoon a round-table meeting will 
be held to consider difficult problems that may 
arise in the organization and administration of 
a school library. In order that the round-table 
meeting may prove of practical value to all, 
it is urged that those who may be able to attend 
the meeting, send as soon as possible to Nell 
Unger, supervisor of school libraries for the 
State Department of Education, an answer to 
the question, What is your most difficult 
problem? 

The libraries of the Warren Harding High 
School, Bridgeport, and the Weaver High 
School, Hartford, Conn., are declared te con- 
form more nearly to the “certain standards” 
adopted by the National Education Association 
and the American Library Association than 
any high school libraries east of Detroit. For 
this reason alone, a visit to those libraries is 
expected to prove worth while to all who are 
interested in the progress of school library 
work. 

It is hoped that many may be able to arrange 
for a leave of absence from work on Friday, 
April 30th, to accompany a group of librarians 
who are planning to meet in Hartford that 
morning to visit the Hartford High School 
and the Weaver Memorial High School libra- 
ries and in the afternoon to make a tour of 
points of literary interest in that city. This 
group will spend the night in Hartford, arriv- 
ing in Bridgeport Saturday in time for the 
morning session at the Warren Harding High 


School. 
The meeting is in charge of the following 
committee: Mary E. Hall, librarian, Girls High 


School, Brooklyn; Mrs Florence A. Allen, 
president, School Librarians Association, New 
York City, and librarian of the Newtown High 
School, Elmhurst; Meta Schmidt, chairman of 
the A. L. A. committee on high school libraries 
and librarian of the William Penn High School, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Martha Stuart, librarian, 
Warren Harding High School, Bridgeport, 
Conn., and representative of the New England 
School Librarians Association; Nell Unger, 
supervisor of school libraries, Albany, N. Y. 

Further information may be obtained from 
Miss Unger, Miss Schmidt or the presidents 
of the associations of school librarians. 
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New York?Mills Class Has 
Perfect Attendance Record 

The attendance record of the pupils of the 
eighth grade in the New York Mills High 
School has been reported to the Department by 
Principal O. M. Ruland as an indication of 
what may be accomplished by persevering effort 
on the part of the teacher. 

Of the twenty-four pupils registered in the 
class since September 8, 1925, twenty-two were 
neither absent nor tardy up to February 26, 
1926, when the report was made. The other 
two have been present every day but each has 
been tardy once. 

Principal Ruland states that the attendance 
banner and flag which go to the grades having 
the highest attendance each week has been help- 
ful in attaining this record. 
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Locust Valley Votes To Build 
New Grammar School 


On February 10th the people of Locust Val- 
ley, Long Island, voted 3 to 1 in favor of 
raising by taxation $375,000 for the erection 
and equipment of a new grammar school. The 
proposed building will contain eighteen class- 
rooms, a large kindergarten room, an audi- 
torium with seating capacity of 600, a 
gymnasium, two large playrooms, a manual 
training shop, homemaking rooms, a cafeteria 
seating 250, rest room for teachers, adminis- 
tration rooms, health department rooms, a 
library etc. 
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Catholic High Schools 
Form Athletic Association 

The New York State Catholic High School 
Athletic Association was organized in Albany 
on March Ist, when representatives of ten 
Catholic schools from various parts of the 
State, New York City excepted, met with 
Daniel Chase, Chief of the Physical Education 
Bureau. 

The State was divided into four sections, 
northern, western, central and capital. Officers 
elected were: chairman, Father G. S. Mahon, 
Most Holy Rosary High School, Syracuse; 
vice chairman, Brother Matthew, Christian 
Brothers Academy, Albany; secretary and 
treasurer, Brother Pascal, Assumption Acad- 
emy, Utica. 

Whether a basketball tournament to decide 
the state championship will take place this 
season depends upon the findings of the repre- 
sentatives of the four sections. If possible, it 
was said the tournament would be conducted 
in Syracuse on April 8th and 9th. 

Members of the governing board include the 
chairman of each section and two members at 
large. They are Brother Louis, Plattsburg; 
chairman of the northern section; Father 
Mahon, Syracuse, chairman of central section; 
Father William Byrne, Rochester, western sec- 
tion, and Brother Fitzgerald, Rensselaer, chair- 
man of capital section. The members at large 
are Brother Matthew of Albany and Brother 
Pascal of Utica. 

While only ten teams were represented it was 
indicated that more would be admitted later. 
The association adopted by-laws and constitu- 
tion, both being written along the lines of the 
New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association code. 

—— 


Forests Will Be Planted 
by Schools on Arbor Day 


Proposed Arbor Day activities of two schools 
not previously mentioned in the Bulletin to the 
Schools have recently been reported. 

Principal F. B. Snavely of the Spencerport 
High School is planning to have pupils reforest 
2% acres of a site of 12 acres. Pupils of the 
Cold Brook School, of which Randall B. Silli- 
man is principal, have planted 2000 trees each 
year for the past 3 years. This work will be 
continued this year. 


we 
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Superintendency Districts 
Recognized in Two Villages 
As a result of an enumeration of the in- 
habitants of Union Free School District 9, town 
of Cheektowaga, embracing the village of 
Sloan, Erie county, that district has been recog- 
nized as a superintendency district by the De- 
partment. Joseph Wilson, principal of the 
Sloan High School, is superintendent of schools. 
Union Free School District 14, town of 
Hempstead, embracing the village of Wood- 
mere, Nassau county, has also been recognized 
as a superintendency district. Earl W. Bennett, 
principal of the Woodmere High School, has 
been appointed superintendent of schools. 


—— 


Subject of Essay Contest 
Announced by Highway Board 


“The Relation of Improved Highways to 
Education” is the subject for the 1926 essay 
contest conducted by the Highway Education 
Board for pupils of high school grade. 

The rules of the contest remain practically 
the same as in previous years. The essays are 
not to exceed 700 words and are to be type- 
written or prepared with pen and ink on one 
side of the paper. Each manuscript must bear 
the name, school and home address of the writer 
in the upper left hand corner of the first page. 

Each contestant must submit his or her essay 
to the school principal or designated teacher 
by May 8, 1926. The three best essays from 
each high school must be forwarded to the 
State Department of Education under postmark 
not later than May 29, 1926. The best essay 
from each state will be sent to the Highway 
Education Board to be judged for the award 
of the H. S. Firestone scholarship which pro- 
vides tuition and all reasonable expenses for 4 
years at any college or university in the United 
States. 

The 1925 contest was won by John Texeira, 
a pupil in the Kauai High School, Kauai, 
Territory of Hawaii. 

a 


The proposition to issue bonds for $200,000 
to provide for the enlargement of the Sea Cliff 
High School was approved by voters on Feb- 
ruary 24th. The proposed addition will con- 
tain ten classrooms, an auditorium and gym- 
nasium, locker rooms and a kitchen. 





184 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 


The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Department of Education 


Cuarces F. Proses, Editor 

This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918, 


% MARCH 15, 1926 


Conservation Week Proclaimed 


Governor Smith has issued a proclamation 


designating the first week in April as Con- 
servation Week to be devoted to teaching the 
importance of the conservation of the State’s 
natural resources, forests, waters, fish and 
game. 

President Coolidge has fixed the week of 
April 18th to 24th as American Forest Week. 
April 23d, 30th and May 7th have been named 
for the observance of Arbor Day in southern, 
central and the northern and mountain counties 
of the State, respectively, by Commissioner of 
Education Frank P. Graves in a proclamation 
that lays particular stress upon the planting of 
school forests. Throughout the greater part 
of April, therefore, public attention will be 
focused upon the importance of conservation. 

Governor Smith’s proclamation follows: 

In recent years the attention of the people 
has been drawn to the imperative need of con- 
serving our natural resources—our forests, 
waters and the wild life supported by them — 
which three centuries of unrestrained use have 
seriously impaired. Of a superabundance ot 
forests there remains only a modicum, and with 
the passing of the forests have passed in great 
aaieaee the birds and beasts that lived in them 
and the fish from the waters fed by streams 
from our forest-clothed mountains. If we are 
to achieve the greatest possible beneficial use 
of the resources with which Nature has so 
bountifully blessed us, waste, destruction and 
commercial exploitation must be checked. Our 
forests must be protected and maintained for 
the health and economic welfare of the people, 
our waters must be conserved for power and 
drinking purposes, and the wild life of forest 
and stream must be protected and the supply 
increased to meet the growing demands of a 
greater population for food and healthful sport. 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Now, therefore, I, Alfred E. Smith, Gov- 
ernor of the State of New York, do hereby 
proclaim the week beginning Thursday, April 
nineteen hundred and twenty-six, as Conserva- 
tion Week to be devoted to the teaching of the 
benefits that will follow the conservation of our 
natural resources, and I call upon all public 
officials, the clergy, educational agencies, in- 
cluding societies and associations, to bring to 
the attention of the people the importance of 
protecting and replacing our forests as great 
natural parks for health and recreation and the 
source of a future supply of lumber and wood, 
increasing the wild life of forest, field and 
stream and protecting our waters from pollu- 
tion, waste and alienation. 

GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal 
of the State at the Capitol in the 
City of Albany this fifteenth day of 
March in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty- 
six. 

[Signed] Atrrep E. Smita 
By the Governor: 

Grorce B. Graves 

Secretary to the Governor 
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Calendar of Educational Meetings 

Eastern Arts Association, Syracuse, April 21st- 
24th 

Eastern meeting of school librarians, Bridge- 
port, Conn., May Ist 

Teachers’ conferences : 
county, Albion, March 26th; first district of 
Onondaga county, Cortland, March 26th; 
fourth district of Broome county, Lisle and 
Cortland, April 16th; Killawog and Cortland, 
April 23d; fourth district of St Lawrence 
county, Madrid, April 23d; seventh district of 

Massena, April 16th; 

Nassau county, Hempstead, May 7th 


first district of Orleans 


St Lawrence county, 


ee 


The statement made in the February Ist issue 
of the Bulletin to the Schools that the Sher- 
wood Select School was established by the 
Society of Friends, has been corrected by Emily 
Howland whose generosity in continuing the 
school for years and recently giving it to the 
community has been officially recognized by the 
Board of Regents. 

Miss Howland states that though it was gen- 
erally believed that the school was founded by 
Friends, that society never had any official rela- 
tion with it except that many of its members 
sent their children to the school. Its founders, 
she points out, were two women, both members 
of the Society of Friends, Hepsibeth Hussey 
of Nantucket and Mrs Elizabeth Otis of Sher- 
wood. 
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Desirable school publicity is gained in Goshen 


the publication of high school notes each 


the The 
Goshen 


by 


local notes are 


High 


week in newspaper. 


prepared by the pupils of the 


School. 
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Educational Bills Introduced in Legislature 


Bills of general educational interest that have 
been intoduced in the Legislature since the 
previous summary published in the Bulletin 
include the following measures briefly com- 
mented on by the Law Division of the Depart- 
ment. 

Senate Bill Print No. 498 is a companion bill 
to Asse mbl y Bill Print No. 592 previously com- 
mented on in the February 15th Bulletin. 
Referred to committee on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 513 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 880, Reprint No. 1085 seek to amend 
certain sections of article 14 of the Education 
Law relating to the powers, duties and salary 
of district superintendents of schools. Under 
the provisions of these bills the salary which 
district superintendents shall receive from the 
State is increased from $2400 to $3600. Trus- 
tees of common school districts are prohibited 
from employing school teachers except upon 
the recommendation of the district superintend- 
ents of schools. Trustees of common school 
districts are prohibited from buying library 
books and school apparatus without the approval 
of the district superintendents of schools. The 
district superintendent is required to approve 
courses of instruction and textbooks used in 
common school districts under his jurisdiction 
before such courses of instruction and text- 
books may be adopted by the trustees. The 
qualifications for election to the position of dis- 
trict superintendent of schools are raised. In 
order to be eligible to election a person must 
hold a district superintendent's certificate issued 
by the Commissioner of Education. In order 
to be eligible to receive such a certificate a 
person must have had at least 3 years’ success- 
ful experience as a district superintendent of 
schools in a supervisory district in this State, 
or must be a graduate of a college or univer- 
sity approved by the Board of Regents, and in 
addition thereto have had at least 1 year of 
professional training and at least 5 years’ suc- 
cessful experience in teaching or public school 
administration or supervision. 

Provision is also made for reduction of the 
number of supervisory districts in the State 
by the Commissioner of Education upon being 
authorized to do so by a resolution adopted by 
the Board of Regents, whenever a vacancy 


occurs. 


This bill also authorizes the board of school 
directors to make recommendations upon school 
affairs to trustees of school districts within 
their supervisory districts. Referred to com- 
mittees on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 568 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 844, Reprint No. 968 propose to ap- 
propriate $150,000 to defray the expenses of 
an appropriate celebration of the 150th anniver- 
sary of the American Revolution. The bills 
authorize the Board of Regents to appoint and 
employ such officers, assistants, employees and 
agencies as shall best enable the Board to carry 
out the purpose of this act. Referred to Senate 
committee on finance and Assembly committee 
on ways and means. 

Senate Bill Print No. 598 and 
Pr rint No 
the laws of 1909 by adding a new article to be 
known as article 9-B. Section 99-k in the pro- 
posed article makes it the duty of the Superin- 
tendent of State Police after consultation with 
the Commissioner of Education to prepare 
books of instruction for use in the public and 
private schools of the State by pupils of all 
grades, with regard to the dangers of fire and 


premenn Bill 


593 propose to amend chapter 23 of 


the prevention of fire wastes. It is made the 
duty of the Commissioner of Education and 
others in charge of the various schools of the 
State to provide for the instruction and train- 
ing of pupils in fire prevention and school 
authorities are required to include in the school 
curriculum some regular and continuous study 
on the dangers of fire and prevention of fire 
wastes. Referred to committees on judiciary. 

enate Bill Print No. 605 and Assembly Bill 
Pte No. 912 propose to amend the Education 
Law in relation to attendance upon part-time or 
continuation schools. It is provided that minors 
who have attained the age of 16 years and who 
have completed the eighth grade of elementary 
training or are attendant upon an evening high 
school shall be exempt from attendance upon 
part-time or continuation school. Referred to 
committees on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 634 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 751 propose to amend the Education 
Law in relation to the acquisition of homestead 
property by condemnation in certain cities, 
union free school districts and central rural 
school districts. The law now provides that 
certain cities and union free school districts 
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may acquire homestead property by condemna- 
tion when such property is necessary for school 
purposes. This bill would make it possible to 
condemn such property for school purposes in 
central rural school districts when the neces- 
sity thereof is shown. Referred to committees 
on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 651 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 994 propose to 
of the Education Law relating to the formation 


amend article 6-B 


of central rural schools by providing that 
before such central rural schools may be erected 
out of the territory comprising several school 
district within the 


districts, each existing 


boundaries of the proposed central rural school 
shall have the authority to vote whether or not 
such district shall become a part of the central 
rural school district. The present law provides 
that all voters in the territory shall meet in 
one meeting and vote upon the proposition. 
Referred to committees on public education. 
Senate Bill Print No. 732 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1074 propose to appropriate $100,000 
for the construction of an administration build- 
ing for the New York State School of Agri- 
culture at Delhi. 
on finance and Assembly committee on ways 


Referred to Senate committee 


and means. 

Senate Bul Print No. 772 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1073 propose to amend subdivision 1 
of section 467 of the Education Law relating 
to the issuance of bonds for school purposes 
The bills propose to permit 
voters at a school meeting to authorize the 


in school districts. 


issuance of bonds for the payment or refunding 
of an outstanding bonded indebtedness. Re- 
ferred to committees on public education. 
Senate Bill Print No. 792 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1111 propose to amend the Education 
Law in relation to medical inspection and health 
service in the public schools. The bills provide 
that when two school medical inspectors are 
employed on half time the district employing 
such inspectors may receive from the State a 
full-time apportionment of public school mon- 
eys. It eliminates the present provision that a 
physician must have had at least 2 years of 
practice immediately prior to this appointment 
as school medical inspector before he can be 
appointed. Referred to committees on public 
education. 
Senate Bill Print No. 843 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1253 propose to amend subdivision 4 


THE SCHOOLS 18/ 


of section 254 of the Education Law relative 
to the collection of taxes in union free school 
districts whose limits do not correspond with 
those of an incorporated village or city. The 
bills provide that in those districts in which 
the collector receives a fixed compensation in 
lieu of fees the taxes remaining unpaid after 
the expiration of the 30-day period prescribed 
by law shall bear interest at the rate of 12 per 
cent a year until the return of the collector’s 
warrant, and in case of a tax on real estate 
paid to the county treasurer for school pur- 
poses, before levy, the amount of such interest 
shall be in lieu of the 5 per cent of the tax 
provided by law. The tax collector is required 
to pay such interest into the district funds. 
Referred to committees on public education. 
Senate Bill No. 847 proposes to amend sub- 
division 9 of section 635 of the Education Law, 
relating to the expense of commitment and the 
cost of maintenance of truants. This section 
now provides that the expense of commitment 
and the cost of maintenance of any truant 
residing in any city or district employing a 
superintendent of schools shall be a charge 


against such city or district, and in all other 
cases shall be a county charge. This amend- 
ment makes the expense of commitment and 
the cost of maintenance a district charge in all 
cases. Referred to committee on public edu- 
cation. 

Senate Bill No. 865 proposes to re peal sec- 
tions 121 and 129 of the Education Law. A 
new section is added in place of section 129. 
It transfers the authority to consolidate school 
districts from the district superintendent of 
schools to the board of school directors of a 
supervisory district. The matter is appealable 
to the Commissioner of Education from the 
action of the board school directors in the 
same manner as appeal may now be brought 
before the Commissioner from a district super- 
intendent’s order. Referred to committee on 


public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 880 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1390 proposes to amend sections 885, 
886, 886-b of the Education Law in relation to 
teachers’ salaries. In general these bills raise 
the annual salary increment required by law 
from $75 to $100 and increase the number of 
annual increments from eight to ten. They 
propose to raise the maximum now required 
cities and school districts by $400. 


in those 





188 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 


Senate Bill Print No. 885 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1254 propose to amend section 440 
of the Education Law by inserting a new sub- 
division authorizing union free and common 
school districts to assess state park lands 
within such districts. Referred to Senate com- 
mittee on finance and Assembly committee on 
ways and means. 

Senate Bill Print No. 886 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1256 propose to amend certain sec- 
tions of the labor law and the compulsory edu- 
cation law, relative to the employment of 
minors over 12 years of age in mercantile and 
business offices at times when attendance upon 
school is not required. Employment of children 
over 12 years of age in mercantile and busi- 
ness offices at such times when attendance at 
school is not required is placed on the same 
basis as employment in farm service. 

Senate Bill Print No. 963 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1301 propose to amend section 995 
of the Education Law by providing that the 
Commissioner of Education or some person 
designated by him shall be a member of the 
board of trustees of the State School for the 
Blind and that the Commissioner shall with 
the approval of the Board of Regents appoint 
each alternative year three trustees who shall 
serve for a term of 6 years. Under the present 
law the Governor appoints the trustees. This 
amendment also gives the power of approval 
of the acts of the board to the Commissioner 
of Education. It also gives the Commissioner 
power to approve all expenditures or disburse- 
ments made by such board. Referred to com- 
mittees on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 964 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1298 propose to add a new section 
to the Education Law to be known as section 
984 prohibiting the Commissioner of Education 
from appointing a deaf or blind child to an 
institution unless the Commissioner himself or 
someone designated by him is a member of the 
governing board of such institution. Referred 
to committees on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 965 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1299 propose to amend section 185 
of the Education Law in relation to state aid 
for central rural school districts by providing 
that the equalization quota of state school 
moneys shall apply to central rural school dis- 
tricts as well as to other districts already men- 
tioned in the law. Referred to Senate com- 
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mittee on finance and Assembly committee on 
ways and means. 

Senate Bill Print No. 966 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1302 propose to amend the Education 
Law in relation to the board of governors of 
the New York State Nautical School. They 
provide that the board of governors shall con- 
sist of the Commissioner of Education or some 
person designated by him and eight other -merr- 
bers to be appointed by the Commissioner with 
the approval of the Board of Regents. Re- 
ferred to committees on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 967 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1300 propose to amend the Education 
Law in relation to scholarships for teachers of 
the deaf and blind by adding a new section to 
be known as section 836. This authorizes the 
Commissioner of Education to award scholar- 
ships for teachers of the deaf and the blind 
under rules and regulations prescribed by The 
University of the State of New York. These 
scholarships shall be equivalent to $1500 each 
for maintenance and support for the term of 
1 year in the teachers training department of 
any approved institution. Referred to commit- 
tees on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 968 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1303 propose to amend the Education 
Law in relation to the appointment of Indian 
children of academic grade as state pupils in 
certain academies. A new section is added to 
be known as section 955 providing that all 
Indian children residing on any of the reserva- 
tions of this State, who are qualified to enter 
a secondary school are eligible to appointment 
by the Commissioner of Education as state 
pupils in any academy admitted by the Regents 
of The University of the State of New York 
as of academic grade. Each pupil so received 
in such academy shall be provided with board, 
lodging and tuition at the expense of the State. 
Referred to committees on public education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 1055 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 1429 seek to amend subdivision 4 of 
section 1100 of the Education Law by provid- 
ing that the definition “teacher” shall include 
any teacher in a state institution for the deaf, 
dumb and blind receiving state aid prior to 
July 1, 1921. Referred to committees on public 


education. 

Senate Bill Print No. 1100 and Assembly 
Bill Print No. 1474 propose to amend sub- 
division 1 of section 315 of the Education Law 

(Concluded on page 191) 
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Local History of New York State 
Fortifying the Hudson River 
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The Hudson River from Con 


On February 11, 1776, General Charles Lee 
announced, in writing to John Hancock, Presi- 
dent of the Continental 
North river was entirely clear of ice. On 


Congress, that the 


March 6th three American vessels loaded with 
cannon and ammunition reached Newburgh 
landing, encountering much ice on the way. 
From the day that the ascent of the river by 
boats became feasible, there was apprehension 
of attacks by British warships on unfinished 
defenses which the resolute patriots had 
constructed. 

In May of the preceding year the Continental 
Congress had resolved “that a post be taken 
in the Highlands on each side of Hudson’s 
River and batteries erected in such manner as 
will most effectually prevent any vessels passing 
that may be sent to harrass the inhabitants on 
the borders of said river.” Five days later 
the New York Provincial Congress ordered 


stitution Island to Newburgh 


) 


Colonel James Clinton and Christopher Tappen 
to inspect the Highlands with a view to ascer- 
taining the most suitable place for the erection 
of fortifications, and to estimate the cost of the 
work. This committee advised that a post 
“capable of containing 300 men” be erected 
on the east bank, and a post on the west bank 
having the capacity to accommodate 200 men. 
Points were to be selected at the narrowest 
part of the river. Stone and lime were recom- 
mended as building materials easily obtained. 
It was further suggested that the progress of 
hostile ships might be stopped by four or five 
booms chained together. The assistance of 
Connecticut troops in planting batteries on the 
river fronts was ordered by the Congress in 
Philadelphia. In September the New York 
Committee of Safety requested Beverly Robin- 
son “to put a reasonable price upon the whole 
point of dry land, or island, called Martelair’s 
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Rock island,” as it was designed to erect a 
fortification there. This spot received the sig- 
nificant name, Constitution Island. 

Captain Bernard Romans, an engineer of 
foreign birth and education, prepared the 
original plans for the contemplated works. A 
dispute, more than tinged with personal feeling, 
arose between Romans and a commission ap- 
pointed by the Provincial Congress to erect 
these fortifications. A committee was sent up 
the river to accommodate the difference and 
expedite the labor. Its report, dated December 
14th, condemned Captain Romans’ projects as 
ill conceived and needlessly costly. 

The dawn of 1776 saw the fortifications on 
the Hudson river involved in delays which 
would have justified alarm. Inspection had 
followed inspection; report had followed re- 
port. The Continental Congress in February 
authorized three of its members to make a 
journey to Canada in an effort to draw the 
support of the French inhabitants to the 
American cause. The men engaged in this 
fruitless mission were Benjamin Franklin, 
Samuel Chase and Charles Carroll of Carroll- 
ton, and with them was joined Rev. John 
Carroll, later Catholic archbishop of Baltimore. 
Leaving New York City in a sloop on April 2d, 
they stopped in the Highlands to examine the 
works on the strength of which the liberties 
of the colonies seem to hang. They found 
that “the fortifications ordered by Congress on 
the 15th of February and laid out by Engineer 
Smith, remain wholly neglected.” 

The military value of the Hudson river as 
a means of transport and line of division be- 
tween English colonies was early declared. 
Shortly after the revolution which made Wil- 
liam and Mary rulers of England, the com- 
mander of the troops in Canada, Calliéres- 
3onnevue, foreseeing a new conflict between 
England and France, proposed that a Canadian 
force should move southward, and after the 
capture of Albany, descend the river to the 
conquest of Manhattan. The strategic weight 
of this idea was appreciated later by more 
eminent soldiers, French, English and Amer- 
ican. During four wars the Iroquois had been 


a strong barrier against irruptions from Can- 
ada. This defense had disappeared in 1776; 
and the danger of a powerful naval invasion 
through New York waters had been created. 
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Teachers May Study 
and Travel in France 


Of interest to teachers of French are the 
summer courses to be given at the Sorbonne, 
Paris The courses are composed of two 
The first series 


will begin on July 4th and end on August 22d 


series, each lasting 7 weeks 


The second series will start on August Ist and 
continue to September 19th The lessons, 
visits and excursions will be the same in both 
series but the lectures will differ in the pro- 
fessors and the subjects treated although the 
quality of instruction will be identical. 

Each series will comprise two parts: courses 
of study and visits, the latter being the prac- 
tical application of the academic lectures. The 
visits are to be conducted by professors and 
will include visits to Paris 5 times weekly dur- 
ing the first 3 weeks, excursions to the Parisian 
basin and travels in France, Switzerland and 
Italy. 

Information may be obtained from Henri 


Goy, Sorbonne, Paris. 





ommenl) 


Milton School at Rye 
Establishes a Cafeteria 


Establishment of a school cafeteria in the 
Milton School, Union Free School District 2, 
Rye, is reported by Principal John L. Flores. 
This is the only school in that vicinity that 
has started such an undertaking, according to 
the principal. 

He also reports that a mimeographed school 
paper is sent to parents each month without 
charge as a means of furthering the coopera- 
tion between home and school. One section of 
the paper is devoted to activities of the parent- 
teacher association and another to literary 
efforts of the pupils. It is edited each month 
by two teachers, the editors changing with 
each issue. 


—— 


The Walter M. Lowney Company has an- 
nounced that the educational exhibit which it 
formerly distributed to schools is no longer 
available. 


——( = 


Elbert W. Griffith, superintendent of schools 
at Glens Falls, told of his trip to Europe last 
summer at a recent meeting of the Glens Falls 
Rotary Club. 
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Educational Bills 


from page 188) 


ig that in any union free school dis- 
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by provi 
trict whose boundaries are coterminous with 
those of an incorporated village the board of 
education in its discretion may fix the compen- 
sation to be paid to the treasurer of such vil- 
lage for the services imposed upon him by this 
section and such compensation as so fixed shall 
be paid from such moneys. Referred to com- 


mittees on public education 


Assembly Bill Print No. 650 proposes to 
amend subdivision 36 of the county law by 
making it permissible for boards of super- 
visors to provide for the expenses incurred by 
district superintendents of schools for necessary 
printing, office supplies, furniture, telephone 
service, equipment and clerical service. This 
bill would permit the boards of supervisors in 
counties, if they so desire, to purchase addi- 
tional equipment for the office of district super- 
intendents of schools. Referred te committee 


on internal affairs. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 719 


amend the tax law in relation to taxation for 


proposes to 


school and highway purposes of certain exempt 
property. It provides that the real property 
of a corporation or association organized ex- 
clusively for religious, Bible, charitable, benevo- 
lent, missionary, hospitable, infirmary, educa- 
tional, scientific, literary, library, patriotic, 
historical or cemetery purposes, which is now 
exempt from state, county and general munic- 
ipal taxation, shall be taxable for local school 
purposes and for the construction and mainte- 
nance of streets and highways. Referred to 
committee on taxation and retrenchment. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 748 is a companion 
bill to Senate Bill Print No. 420 commented 
on in the February 15th Bulletin. Referred 
to committee on public education. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 752 is a companion 
bill to Senate Bill Print No. 418 commented 
on in the February 15th Bulletin. Referred to 


committee on public education. 


Assembly Bill Print No. 786 proposes to 
amend the Education Law in relation to the 
attendance of minors at part-time or continu- 
ation schools. It would substitute attendance 
upon a recognized evening school for required 
attendance at a day, part-time or continuation 


THE SCHOOLS 19] 


} » 
schox Refer 


red to committee on _ public 
education 

Issembly Bill Print No. 898 is a companion 
bill to Senate Bill Print No. 385 commented 
on in the February 15th Bulletin. Referred to 
committee on public education 

lssembly Bill Print No. 899 is a companion 
bill to Senate Bill Print No. 386 commented 


on in the February 15th Bulletin. Referred to 
committee on public education, 
Issembly Bill Print 


amend the medical inspection law in such a 


Vo. 985 proposes to 


way as to authorize a beard of education to 
employ an optometrist or oculist to make ex- 
amination of pupiis attending the school. Re- 
ferred to committee on public education 

Assembly Bill Print No. 1049 proposes to 
add a new section to the Education Law to be 
known as section 413-a relative to the assess- 
ment of taxes in joint union free school dis- 
tricts. It provides that in a union free school 
district embracing parts of two or more towns 
in two or more counties, the board of education 
when authorized to do so by vote of the people 
may appoint assessors for the purpose of assess- 
ing the property in the school district for school 
purposes. Referred to committee on public 
education. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 1296 proposes to 
amend the Education Law by providing that a 
minor under the age of 18 years who is in 
attendance upon a public, private or parochial 
school or an evening high school or vocational 
school is exempt from attendance upon part- 
time or continuation school. Referred to com- 


mittee on public education. 


Unanimous Vote Approves 
New School for Red Creek 


Taxpayers of Red Creek on October 30th 
adopted a building proposition of $100,000 by 
the unique vote of 55 to 0. In another recent 
meeting an additional bond issue of $5000 for 
a new site was carried by a vote of 79 to 1. 
Red Creek citizens are justly proud of their 
record in thus providing for education in their 
village. This vote is regarded as more unusual 
in view of the fact that the tax rate for last 
year was $18 a thousand. Contracts are now 
ready to be let and construction will probably 


begin in the early spring 
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Notes from the Field 


On March 2d Common School District 8, October 28th and the orning and afternoon 
town of Henrietta, Monroe county, voted t of October 29th. 
purchase a new site of 4 acres and also appro 
priated $45,000 for the erection of a new two- The new $250.000 school at Riverhead was 
room school building with assembly accommo- — gedicated on March Ist. At the exercises a 
dations tablet was unveiled in memory of the late 
Charles H. Howell who served as teacher and 
principal of the school and later as school com- 
The dates for the University Convocation missioner and superintendent of schools in Suf- 


this year have been set for the evening of folk county 
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